
South Long/Edward Lake Access Based Creel

Brainerd Area Fisheries Office



Creel Methods Overview

• Public Access at Edward and Lower South Long
• Split Days ~4 hours at each access a day
• Stratified by day type and weekend/weekday
• Fish measured to nearest 0.1”, spines taken from WAE for aging
• Special interest on FFS usage, asked if used to harvest fish and how much experience



Summary Statistics

 
Edward 2000 Edward S. Long 2000 S. Long

Number of Interviews 131 1,193 76 614
Average Angler Count 2.11 2.07 2.22 2.14
Average Trip Length 3.82 2.33 3.87 2.71
Total Walleye Caught 238 (9,253) 2,043 39 (1,597) 2,049
All anglers WAE Catch Rate 0.22 0.05 0.06 0.05
% Targeting WAE 54% 59% 25% 36%
Targeted WAE Catch Rate 0.36 0.07 0.21 0.17
Targeted WAE Catch Rate - FFS 0.67 0.30
% Walleye Caught via FFS 68% 88%
Support of 4 WAE bag 59% 61%
FFS Users 40 (31%) 16 (21%)
Avg Years Using FFS 2.9 2.4



Lake Edward
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Catch RateHarvest RateRelease Rate
% Total 
Catch% Kept

Total 
Caught

Walleye 
Released

Walleye 
Kept

Trip 
Length

Total Angler 
Hours

Number 
Interviews

0.2278580390.1033977650.124460273100%45%2381301083.811044.51131Total

0.4584040750.2574985850.2009054968%56%16271914.08353.440FFS Users

0.1099680220.024598110.08536991232%22%7659173.7691.1191All others

0.1852369120.094088590.09114832253%51%12662643.89680.2179High Use

0.3074389240.1207795770.18665934747%39%11268443.69364.352Weekday
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2000 vs 2025 Edward Creel
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Species Sought Number Percent

Anything 38 29%
Black Crappie 6 5%
Bluegill 6 5%
Largemouth Bass 21 16%
Northern Pike 13 10%
Walleye 70 53%
Number of Interviews 131
Species Number Caught Released Percent Released
Black Crappie 20 7 35.0%
Bluegill 434 345 79.5%
Bowfin 1 1 100.0%
Largemouth Bass 741 726 98.0%
Northern Pike 406 383 94.3%
Rock Bass 239 225 94.1%
Smallmouth Bass 1 1 100.0%
Walleye 238 130 54.6%
Yellow Perch 208 183 88.0%
All Species 763 634 83.1%

2000 Creel 2025 Creel

2025 Creel2000 Creel



South Long
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Harvest Rate Release RateCatch RateTotal CaughtWalleye ReleasedWalleye KeptTrip LengthAngling HoursNumber_Interviews

0.0177582620.0452028480.0629611093928113.87619.4376Total

0.0563094770.146404640.2027141173626104.85177.5918FFS Users

0.0022632630.0045265250.0067897883213.56441.8458All Others

0.0335335180.0792610430.1127945613726113.58328.0344High Use

00.0068634180.0068634182204.26291.432Weekday



South Long Tables
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Species Sought Percent
Black Crappie 14%
Bluegill 35%
Largemouth Bass 20%
Northern Pike 23%
Walleye 36%

Number of Interviews 614

2000 Creel 2025 Creel

Species Number Caught Released Percent Released
Black Crappie 15 14 93.3%
Bluegill 343 294 85.7%
Bowfin 1 1 100.0%
Largemouth Bass 310 303 97.7%
Northern Pike 139 132 95.0%
Rock Bass 95 92 96.8%
Walleye 40 29 72.5%
Yellow Perch 2 1 50.0%
All Species 945 866 91.6%

Species Number Caught Released Percent Released
Black Crappie 4,309 1,145 26.6%
Bluegill 47,909 35,501 74.1%
Bowfin 19 19 100.0%
Largemouth Bass 8,129 6,652 81.8%
Northern Pike 4,393 3,606 82.1%
Rock Bass 2,806 2,484 88.5%
Walleye 1,459 272 18.6%
Yellow Perch 1,310 1,282 97.9%
All Species 71,912 52,265 72.7%

Species Sought Percent

Anything 30%

Black Crappie 12%
Bluegill 16%
Largemouth Bass 29%
Northern Pike 7%
Walleye 25%
Number of Interviews 76
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FFS Usage
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FFS Users Other Total
% of interviews 28% 72% 100%
% total angling hours 33% 67% 100%
Average boat trip (hrs) 4.3 3.6 3.8
% of total WAE Catch 73% 27% 100%
Average Years Using FFS 2.74

Years Using FFS Count
0.5 2
1 12
2 15

2.5 1
3 10
4 8
5 5

5.5 1
7 2

Total 56



Discussion

• Did the presentation spur any additional questions?

• How has fishing been in general this year, heard reports of WAE staying shallow 
longer than normal

• Any changes to creel questions?
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Thank You!
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